
Dear Friends & Family    Friday, August 24, 2007 
 
Just over 7 years ago, Ann-Marie and I began so sense the call in our lives 
to minister to the young people of Prince Edward County.  We were 
newlyweds and living in Belleville.  Ann-Marie was working at Hastings 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  L ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ b¸ 
(where I had been at Bible College), and was looking for a new church 
home.  We had attended a few churches in Belleville, and then decided 
to visit Ann-aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ tƛŎǘƻƴ όwŜǾΦ /ŀǊƭ ±Φ .ǳƭƭ ŀǘ tǊƛƴŎŜ 
9ŘǿŀǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CǊŜŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘύΦ  ²Ŝ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¦ƴŎƭŜ /ŀǊƭΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜn praying for a Youth Pastor who 
had a vision for outreach in the community.  I gave them my resume, went in for an interview, and was thrilled 
to hear that they chose me as their full time Pastor to Youth & Young Adults. 
 
bŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ Ƴȅ άǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƭƛǎǘέ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪŀǘŜōƻŀǊŘ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ  Lǘ 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎƪŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ŦŜƭǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ 
Prince Edward County.  On Wednesdays I skated and built ramps at the skatepark, on Fridays I ran a drop-in-
style youth group that included a free meal, sports, activities and a bible discussion time. 
 
Pastor Carl did a great job of showing me around the community and introducing me to his friends at the 
ministerial (a group of Pastors & Ministers who gathered weekly for prayer, and monthly for business 
meetings).  I met some amazing people who have helped shape me into who I am today.  One person I met at 
the Ministerial was Cameron Lawson (our local YFC youth worker).  Cameron and I instantly became good 
friends.  We prayed together, brainstormed together and ran youth events together.  It was so great to have a 
friend who had the same passion for youth ministry that I had. 
 
As I reflect on the last 7 years of my ministrȅ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ 
Cameron, and the tremendous support that came from having him (a YFC Youth Worker) in Prince Edward 
County.  Being able to connect my youth group with large activities, retreats, training events, and worship 
times truly helped the teens at my church develop in to the well rounded God loving servants of Jesus that 
they are today.  I get choked up just thinking about all the amazing things God did in the lives of our youth as 
we joined forces with our local YFC worker. 
 
I have seen and reaped the benefits of YFC in Prince Edward County.  This is why I count it such an honour that 
YFC has chosen me to carry on the essential role reaching the lost youth of today, and equipping churches to 
effectively minister to youth in their churches and beyond. 
 
¢ǿƻ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘƻƭŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǊŜΥ 
 
The Great Commandment (Mark 12:30-31)  

ά[ƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀll 
your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' There is no commandment greater 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΦέ  (NIV) 

 
The Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20) 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (NIV) 
 



 
L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ not that I may be 
glorified, but that Christ will be glorified. 
 
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΧ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ¸C/Κέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΗ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ 
leave.  As it is with many small rural churches, it is rare to have the financial resources to pay for two full time 
Pastors.  Over the years, my church has stepped out in faith and taken many financial risks in order to keep me 
on staff.  Over the last year, the church began to see some serious financial setbacks, and by the end of July it 
became apparent that something had to change, or the church would end up in a lot of debt. 
 
After tear filled meetings and a lot of prayer, the church board decided to cut my position.  This came as a 
surprise to our family as we had grown so attached to our community, and had an overwhelming sense that 
DƻŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  ²Ŝ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴe option 
that came to mind was the YFC position which has been taking applications for the last 8 months.  I decided to 
call the Director to see if by chance the position was still vacant, and sure enough, after over 100 applicants, 
and 35 interviews, YFC ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΗΗΗ  /ƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘΚ  ²ŜƭƭΧ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¸C/Σ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƭŘ 
for the County Youth Worker position. 
 
A few days ago, Gary MacDonald called me to give me the good news.  I was going to be hired at YFC.  My 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΗΗΗ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŀȅΗ  .ǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ Ƴȅ Řŀȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ 
a friend who I had been reaching out to for the last few months stopped by our house.  She had a few 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΦ  .ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘέΣ L ǿŀǎ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ²h²Η  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ DƻŘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ƘŀŘ his hand in this 
whole transition. 
 
All this to say that I feel like God has something really great in store for me and my family as we embark on 
this new adventure with YFC.  I would love it if you would consider cheering us on.  Give what you can, and 
please remember to hold us up in your prayers. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrew MacKay 
 
 


